PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: PG 71A-42 Building Date: ca. 1900
Building Name: Fairwood Turf Farm
Location: 12321 Annapolis Road, Bowie, Maryland

Private/Agriculture/Occupied/Deteriorated/Accessible

Description

Fairwood Turf Farm is an agricultural and residential property including over 472
acres. The property surveyed includes 6 dwellings, 3 barns, a farm road, and
substantial acres of cultivated land. Of the 6 dwellings, four are small I-houses
with a center chimney. All 3 barns are of frame construction: 2 rest on
continuous poured concrete foundation and 1 rests on concrete block piers. It is
likely that the barns were constructed for multiple purposes including hay storage
and husbandry.

Significance

Fairwood Turf Farm was developed out of part of the historic “Fairview Farm,” the
estate of Maryland Governor Oden Bowie. The property was developed after the
estate was fractured among the Bowie descendants in the first quarter of the
twentieth century. While the property is associated with the sub-division of
agricultural estates in the late nineteenth century, it is a late example and other
properties better illustrate this theme. The components of the property do not
reflect the period when the property was associated with Governor Bowie.
Further, the examples of buildings and structures on the property are extremely
common forms and most have been altered since 1952. The resource is not
recommended as eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.
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H H Survey No. PG 71A-42
Maryland Historical Trust
Magi No.

State Historic Sites Inventory Form - -
1 - Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Part of Fairview Estate

and/or common Fairwood Turf Farm (pref.)
2. Location

street and number 12321 Annapolis Road not for publication

city, town Bowie vicinity of congressional district: 17

state Maryland county: Prince George's

3. Classification

= — Status
occupied
] unoccupied

] work in progress

— Category = —Ownership
(] district 1 public
- building(s) private
(] structure (] both
[ site — Public Acquisition
L object ] in process
being considered
(] not applicable

-+ —Accessible
yes: restricted

(] yes: unrestricted

1no

—Present Use
[V agriculture
(] commercial

(] educational

1 museum

] park

[} private residence

(] entertainment (] religious

(] government [ scientific

] industrial [} transportation
[ military (] other

4. Owner of Property

(give names and mailing addresses of ALL owners)

name Rouse-Fairwood Development Ltd. Partnership
street/number 10275 Little Patuxent Pkwy. telephone no.
city, town Columbia state and zip code Maryland, 21044

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Liber: 7533
street/number: Folio: 406
city, town state Maryiand

~ 6. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys

title

date

survey scope

depository for survey records

city, town

state
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7. Description SurveyNo. PG 71A-42

Condition -7 — Check one = Check one

[— [} excellent deteriorated 7 unaltered original site
] good [ ruins altered L] moved date of move?
(] fair ] unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as 1t exists today.

The Fairwood Turf Farm is an agricultural and residential property including over 472 acres. Historically, the property was part of the "Fairview Farm,”
the estate of Governor Oden Bowie. Recently, the property was purchased by the Rouse-Fairwood Development Limited Partnership in 1990, and plans
to develop the large parcel with single-family dwellings are currently being pursued (PGDB 7533:408; Eugene B. Roberts, pers. Comm., 8/9/1999).
According to county tax records, 7 acres of the property are currently taxed for residential use, and 465.89 acres are taxed for agricultural use (data
available at www.dat.state.md.us).

The portion of the Fairview Farm surveyed for this study was developed in the first and second decade of the 1900s, after the estate of Oden Bowie and
the dower of his wife Alice C. Bowie were divided among many heirs. The extremely modest buildings and structures on the property, however, indicate
that the heirs of the Bowie's did not live on the property, but rather that the property was occupied by tenant farmers and/or servants. Today, the property
surveyed includes 6 dwellings, 3 barns, a farm road, and substantial acres of cultivated land. Each of these components is described in detail below. The
physical relationships of the components are depicted in a sketch map of the property following the descriptions.

BUILDING #1 is located on the main, tree-lined, farm land of the Fairwood Turf Farm. The resource is a vernacular, two-story, frame, single-family
dwelling with a rectangular plan and a continuous concrete block foundation. On each end is a one-story wing. The house is 7 bays wide and 1 bay deep.
It is clad in weatherboard, and the side-gable roof is clad with asphalt shingles. The window openings are fitted with six-over-six light, double-hung
windows. The facade has a hood roof entry with diagonal wood brackets and concrete steps. A brick, interior chimney is located on the center of the
ridgeline of the two-story main section, and another is off-center on the ridgeline of the north (left) wing. The resource lacks stylistic influence and details.
See attached photos HP99-078: 25, 26, 27, and 28.

BUILDING #2 is located on the main, tree-lined, farm lane of the Fairwood Turf Farm. The resource is a vernacular, one-story, frame, single-family
. dwelling with an L-shaped plan and a continuous concrete block foundation. The house is 3 bays wide and 1 bay deep. Itis clad in weatherboard, and the
‘de-gable roof is clad in asphalt shingles. The window openings are fitted with six-over-six light, double-hung windows. The northwest corner of the
acade has a recessed porch with a poured concrete floor and a wood, corner post support. There are two entries off of the porch. The east (rear)
elevation has a shed roof addition. A brick, interior chimney is located off-center within the ridgeline. The resource lacks stylistic influence and details.
See attached photos HP99-078: 29, 30, 31, and 32.

BUILDING #3 is located on the main, tree-lined, farm lane of the Fairwood Turf Farm. The resource is a vernacular, two-story, frame, single-family
dwelling (now used as an office) with a rectangular plan and a continuous poured concrete foundation. The building is 3 bays wide and 2 bays deep. Itis
clad in weatherboard, and the side gable roof is clad in asphalt shingles. The window openings are fitted with six-over-six light, double-hung windows.
The fagade has an off-center, modem aluminum awning entry. A second story window on the fagade has been covered with plywood. The north and
south (left and right) elevations have a second story doorway. The north elevation doorway has been altered and covered with plywood. The east (rear
elevation has a one-story, shed roof addition. A concrete block chimney is located off-center on the eat slope of the roof. The resource lacks stylistic
influence and details. See attached photos HP99-079: 0, 1, 2 and 3.

STRUCTURE #4 is located on the main farm lane of the Fairwood Turf Farm. The resource is a vernacular, two-story, frame, bam with a rectangular plan
and a continuous poured concrete foundation. The building is 1 bay wide and 9 bays deep. It is clad in board-and-batten siding. The front gable roof is
clad in modern corrugated metal. All window openings have been covered over with plywood. Sliding, wood, double doors are located on the gable ends.
The north and south (left and right) elevations have second-story, tall, narrow ventilation doors with hinges either on the top or side. The north elevation
has a single story, concrete block addition on the north-west corner. The addition has a corrugated, side gable roof with off-center, brick chimney. The
resource lacks stylistic influence and details. See attached photos HP99-079: 4, 5,6, and 7.

BUILDING #5 is located on a farm lane of the Fairwood Turf Farm. The resource is a vernacular, two-story, frame, single-family dwelling with an irregular
plan and continuous poured concrete foundation. The building is 3 bays wide and 3 bays deep. It is clad in weatherboard, and the gable roof is clad in
asphalt shingles. The window openings are fitted with six-over-six light, double hung windows and two-over-two, double-hung, replacement windows.
The fagade has an off-center, shed roof entry. A second, off-center, hood roof entry is located on the west (left) elevation. A one-story, gable roof, L-
shaped addition is attached to the east and north (right and rear) elevations. A brick, interior chimney is located on the center of the ridgeline, and won the
slope of the addition. The resource lacks stylistic influence and details. See attached photos HP99-079: 8, 9, 10, and 11.

STRUCTURE #6 is located on a farm lane of the Fairwood Turf Farm. The resource is a vernacular, two-story, frame, barn with a rectangular plan and a
continuous poured concrete foundation. The building is 1 bay wide and 8 bays deep. Itis clad in board-and-batten siding. The front gable roof is clad in
modern corrugated metal. All window openings have been altered by the removal of the panes of glass, and some are covered over with plywood.
_ Sliding, wood, double doors are located on the gable ends. The east (left) elevation has second-story, tall, narrow ventilation doors with hinges on the
p. The east elevation has a single story, concrete block addition on the northeast corner with six-over-six light, double-hung windows. The addition has
corrugated, side gable rood with off-center, brick chimney. The resource lacks stylistic influence and details. See attached photos HP-079: 12, 13, 14,
and 15.

BUILDING #7 is located on a farm lane of the Fairwood Turf Farm. The resource is a vernacular, two-story, frame, single-family dwelling with an L-
shaped plan and a continuous concrete block foundation. The house is 4 bays wide and 2 bays deep. It is clad in asbestos shingle, and the side-gable
roof is clad with asphalt shingles. The window openings are fitted with six-over-six light, double-hung windows. The fagade has a simple entry with
concrete steps. The south (left) side of the house has a historic-period, two-story, side gable roof addition. The west (rear) elevation ahs a one-story,
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7. Description SurveyNo. PG 71A-42

gable roof ell and a shed roof addition with a corrugated metal roof. A brick, interior chimney is located on the center of the ridgeline of the two-story main
section, and off-center within the ridgeline of the rear ell. The resource lacks stylistic influence and details. See attached photos HP$8-079: 22, 23, 24,

_.and 25.

_RUCTURE #8 is located on a farm lane of the Fairwood Turf Farm. The resource is a vemacular, two-story, frame bam with a rectangular plan and a
brick and concrete block pier foundation. The building is 1 bay wide and 4 bays deep. It is clad in board-and-batten siding. The side gable roof is clad in
wood shakes. Wood double doors are located on all four elevations. The east and west (front and rear) elevations have simple rectangular openings.
The gable ends have second-story, tall, narrow ventilation openings that have been boarded over. The resource lacks stylistic influence and details. See
attached photos HP99-079:26, 27, 28, and 29.

STRUCTURE #9 is located on a farm lane of the Fairwood Turf Farm. The resource is a vemacular, two-story, frame, single-family dwelling with a
rectangular-shaped plan and a continuous concrete block foundation. The house is 4 bays wide and 1 bay deep. Itis clad in weatherboard, and the side
gable roof is clad with asphalt shingles. The window openings are fitted with six-over-six light, double-hung windows. The fagade has an enclosed, shed
roof, one bay entry with concrete steps. The south (left) side of the house has a historic-period, two-story, side gable roof addition. The west (rear)
elevation has a hood roof entry. A brick, interior chimney is located on the center of the ridgeline. The resource lacks stylistic influence and details. See
attached photos HP99-079: 30, 31, 32, and 33.

The FARM LANE consist of two parts: a tree-lined, sand and gravel portion that extends southeast from US 450/Defense Highway, and a sand and gravel
portion that winds northeast and then south to eventually reach the site of Governor Oden Bowie's residence, "Fairview." the farm lane was developed
between 1878 and 1948 (Hopkins 1878; Maryland Geological Survey 1914). Its route is relatively unchanged from its earliest depiction in 1914 (Maryland
Geological Survey 1914). See attached photos HP99-079:23 and HP99-044:6.

The CULTIVATED LAND surrounding the farm lane and various buildings/structures is currently cultivated with sod in the spring and summer months and
with winter wheat and hay in the fall and winter. During the historic period, the cultivated crops most likely included tobacco and hay, but may have
included smaller amounts of other crops. No known historic fence lines or field pattems were observed during the field survey. See attached photos
HP99-078: 33 and 34, and HP98-079: 16 and 17.
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8. Significance

Survey No.

PG 71A-42

— Period — Areas of Significance —
(] prehistoric [} archeology-prehistoric ] community planning [] landscape architecture [ religion
] 1400-1499 [] archeology-historic [] conservation (] 1aw [] science
(] 1500-1599 agriculture (] economics [] literature (] sculpture
[] 1600-1699 [] architecture (] education (] military (] sociallhumanitarian
(] 1700-1799 (] ant (] engineering (] music [] theater
(] 1800-1899 (] commerce [] exploration/settiement ] philosophy (] transportation
] 1900- ] communications ] industry [ politics/govemment ] other (specify)
] invention
Specific dates ca. 1900 Builder/Architect Unknown
check: Applicable Criteria: OA B e []o
and/or
Applicable Exception: A B Oc (b e (]F (e

Level of Significance:

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Fairwood Turf Farm is an agricultural and residential property including over 472 acres. Historically, the property was part of the "Fairview Farm,” the
estate of Maryland Governor Oden Bowie (PGDB 34: 361). The estate was originally established by the future governor’s father, Colonel William D. Bowie
around 1790 (Greene 1946: 24). The location of the manor house is noted on a 1794 map of the state (Griffith 1794). Governor Bowie was born on the estate
in 1836 and was elected governor in 1869 (Greene 1946: 24). The location of the Governor's residence is indicated on an 1878 map of the area (Hopkins
1878). During his tenure on the estate, Governor Bowie was noted for his horse breeding on the property. Governor Bowie died in 1894 and was buried in the
family cemetery on the property (Greene 1946: 24).

After Governor Bowie's death, his property was divided among many heirs. Initially, the portion studied at present, was reserved for his widow, Alice C. Bowie
(PGDB 34: 361). After her death the property was further fractured among many heirs. It was during this time period, probably in the first and second decades
of the twentieth century, that the buildings, structures, and farm road surveyed were constructed on the property.

The first illustration of the farm lane is on a 1914 map (Maryland Geological Survey 1914). The map also illustrates that Buildings #1 and 5 were also
constructed by this time. This date is consistent with the simple frame construction and continuous concrete block foundations of the two buildings. No
changes in the development of the property are illustrated on a 1927 map (Maryland Geological Survey 1927). By 1936, however, another building (no longer
extant) and Building #7 had been added to the property (Maryland Geological Survey 1936).

The extremely modest construction, design, and size of the buildings and structures on the property indicate that the heirs of the Bowie's did not live on the
property, but rather that they were occupied by tenant farmers and/or servants. Of the six dwellings, four are, at their core, small I-houses with a center
chimney (Buildings #1, 5, 6, and 9). The small brick center chimneys further indicate that they were used for coal heat and not for wood burning or cooking.

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW

Eligibility recommended A_

_%A _BJk_C b None

mments: MET do—(/), M,n'f‘ Qi W"vi_(/\m Conruiduntes [\)ZC st
pﬂ?\()e/\/mn MWCK WCMWJ C‘évé(.ﬁ’ww 3/L e c,o—um;("’\ cecto

(ﬂ/\k_ Mﬁn Z@ﬂ/s/ (‘A\ wolk@ ‘N/MW*W é(— (.&w,{ '51/\0!/7( C')‘
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Criteria: Consideration: A B C D E F G
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8. Significance (continued) Survey No. PG 71A-42

The frame construction of the bams indicates that they were built in the twentieth century. All three are of frame construction. In addition, two of the barns rest
on continuous poured concrete foundation, which the third rests on concrete block piers. The vertical ventilation openings present on two of the barns, indicate
-~~"at they may have been used for air-curing tobacco, but the openings on these bams are further apart than would generally be expected for this use (Noble
d Cleek 1995 127-128). It is more likely that the barns were constructed for multiple purposes including hay storage and husbandry. Multiple-purpose barns
were commonly constructed in the twentieth century in Maryland (O'Donnel n.d.). Two of the Bamn, Structures #4 and 6, have small appendages that could be
interpreted as stripping sheds, however, no documentation on this use has been found to date.

After decades of highly complicated and fractured ownership arnongst the heirs of Gov. Bowie, Eugene B. Roberts, Jr., and his immediate family re-
consolidated the family estate through over 20 separate deed instrurnents. Recently, the property was purchased by the Rouse-Fairwood Development Limited
Partnership in 1990, and plans to develop the large parcel with single-farnily dwellings are currently being pursued (PGDB 7533: 406; Eugene B. Roberts, Jr.,
pers. Comm., 8/9/1999).

NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY EVALUATION

While the property is associated with the development of new agnicultural estates in the late nineteenth century, the property is a late example (actually in the
twentieth century), and other properties, such as the Magruder-Brannon House, better illustrate this theme (Criterion A). While the property was once part of
the estate of Maryland Govemor Oden Bowie, the buildings, structures, and landscape apparent today reflect the actions of Bowie's descendants and not of the
significant individual (Criterion B). Also the property includes some examples of vemacular domestic and agnicultural architecture, but they are extremely
cormmon forms in the county, and in many cases they have been altered since 1952 (Criterion C). Finally, the property is not likely to yield information
important in local, state, or national prehistory or history (Criterion D). Because the resource does not meet the Criteria for Evaluation (A, B, C, and/or D), the
resource is not recommended as eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.
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9. Major Bibliographical References SurveyNo. PG 71A-42

See continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 472.8961

Quadrangle name Lanham Quadrangle scale 1:24,000

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references

« L CO0OHOH C0o0odds = U OO COdeEarc

- 0 D000 O00C0OD » 00 000000 OO000CE
- C0 000000 0000000+ 00 000000 0000000
- [0 CODOO0 0000000 10 000000 Oo00COr

Verbal boundary description and justification

X

List all states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Katry Harris Architectural Historian

organization Michael Baker Jr., Inc. date 06/10/2000 1:39:57 PM
street/number 420 Rouser Road telephone 412-269-4600

city or townr Coraopolis state Pennsylvania

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature was to found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, ARticle 41, Section 181 KA, 1974
supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any
infringment of individual property rights.

return to: DHCP/DHCD
Maryland Historical Trust
100 Community Place

Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 ;
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9. Major Bibliographical References (continued) Survey No - PG 71A-42
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1946  Brief History of Prince George’s County in the Perspective of Three Centunes, Commemorating Its 250"
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1794 "Map of the State of Maryland." (MdHR G 1213-356). Reprinted in The Hammond-Harwood House Atlas of
Historical Maps of Maryland, 1608-1908. By Edward C. Papenfuse and Joseph M. Coale, Ill. Johns Hopkins
University Press, Baltimore, Maryland.

Hopkins, Griffith Morgan
1878  Atlas of Prince George’s County, Maryland, 1878. Edited by Frank F. White, Jr. G.M. Hopkins, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Reprinted 1975. Prince George's County Historical Society, Riverdale, Maryland.

Prince George's County Deed Books (PGDB)
Various On file at the Prince George's County land Records Rooms, Upper Mariboro, Maryland. Liber 34 Folio 360 and
Liber 7533 Folio 406.

Maryland Geological Survey

1914  Map of Prince George's County and District of Columbia Showing the Topography and Election Districts.
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Maryland, College Park, Maryland.
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1995 The Old Barn Book: A Field Guide to North American Barns and Other Farm Structures. Rutgers University
Press, New Brunswick, New Jersey.
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n.d. Bowie Tobacco Barn. Maryland Historical Trust, State Historic Sites Inventory Form. On file at the Maryland
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1999 Personal Communication. Interview with Carol Peterson. August 9, 1999.
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Survey No. PG 71A-42

7. Description (continued)
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Survey No. Pe_TIA- 42

Location Map

Resource Name FAIRWQOD TUre FARM

FAIRWOOD TureE
FARM

. FAIRv I gw
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/ L ©
i ' i
b £

LANHAM, MD.
38076-H7-TF-024
1965
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DMA 5661 IV NE-SERIES V833
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